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SCENE ONE: At the Nuremburg War
Crimes Trials after the defeat of Nazi Germany . in
World War II:

@ Nazi SS Officers are shown to have been guilty
of the torture and murder cf tens of thousands of
{.:m]ians

® Their reply: “We were just following orders.”

- ® Analysis: In certain militaristic, dictatorial
organizations, people are expected to “blindly”
follow orders and do and believe whatever they are
told. Rzgkt or wmrzg, they are just to follow the
current “government.” But in God’s word we are
told: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word of God” (Luke 4:4). “Prove All things,
and hold fast that which is good” (I Thessalonians
5:21). And the apostle Paul instructed: “Follow

- me as I follow Christ” (I Corinthians 11:1; New
King James Version throughout unless otherwise
noted). |

| SCENE TWO: At God’s Thréaa in
Heaven, millions of years ago:

® Lucifer, the Archangel, has been put in charge
of the “Government of God™ on earth. But word
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comes in that he is misusing and perverting his post
in “government.” Will those angels under him
blindly follow this brilliant Lucifer in his rebellion?
Or will they see through what is happening and
have the faith and courage to obey GOD in spite of
what this clever Lucifer says?

® Result: About one third of all the angels were
deceived by Lucifer and joined with him in his
rebellion against GOD, their very Creator!

® Analysis: Those angels were just “following
government.”- But they should have known that one

- must not follow “government,” gny government, if
it is contradictory to the ways and laws of GOD.
Since they should have known better but followed
‘Lucifer anyway, God has them “reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment
,of the great day” (Jude 6).

A Mlsﬁndersmcd Subject

One af the greatest and most serious misunderstandings
that has developed in the Church in recent years concerns

Church Government and Church Unity. I is not really a .

complicated subject, but somehow we have had our
collective minds “set” on a certain approach to this topic.

WHY?

Herbert W. Armstrong often said and wrote that among
men in general, many of our ideas are “carelessly assurmed
and taken for granted.” In this world, for instance, people
somehow just “know” that good people will go to heaven
when they die. They carelessly assume this because they are
- told so, and because the Bible talks about the kingdom “of”
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heavm. So people just suppose it must mean the kingdom

“in” heaven and that Christians go there at death.

So it is with Church Governpment.

~In his Autabmgmpfzy (Vol. 1, pp. 557~558) Mr,
Armstrong wrote of his .experiences with the *Sardis”
Church in-1933: “In those days one Biblical subject. I was
completely befogged on was the matter of church
organization and government. 1 kinew the “Stanberry”
pattern of a General Conference was not scriptural. I knew
that voting by human preference was unscriptural. I saw
plainly that Christ chose His Apostles—that they and the
evangelists, in turn, chose and ordained ¢lders in local
churches. Consequently in the church now meeting at Jeans
-school house, since I was the evangelist God used in raising
up this church, I chose and appointed Mr. Elmer E.. Fxsher
as deacon, remaining as Pastor myself.

But just what truly was the Biblical form of orgamzatlon
I did not at that time see clearly. . I was really confused on
the question,” . :

Our Early Discussions

Eveﬁ after several years of guiding the coilege Mr.
Armstrong - still did not understand much about Church
Government, and said so openly a number of times.
Consequently, in the early mid-1950’s, Herman L. Hoeh and
I each were inspired to write articles along this line. As
hundreds of our older brethren remember, I wrote the
article, “Judging and Discipline in God’s Church” and, later,
“Whose ()pimon Counts?” and one or two other similar
.amcles | -

" Herman Hoeh wrote amcles dealmg With the pyramld
st;mcmra of g&vermnﬁnt-—-fmm Christ down thmugh apostles,
“evangelists, etc.—revealed in the Bible. He alsc; wmte other
articles along this line.

Mr. Armstrong accepted these artlcles and xmmcdxately
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published them in the GOOD NEWS. The three of us and
others discussed this topic and realized that, although there
i$ no one exact way of organizing a church revealed in the
New Testament, the principles of government from the top
down, of office by “appeintment” based on the “fruits” of
a man or woman'’s life, and of order rather than confusion
were all révealed in the Bible. We realized that church
“politicking” and voting were nof God’s way and that
VOTING, as such, was NEVER employed in the Bible!
Mr. Armstrong always stressed that we should follow
him only as he followed Christ. He always urged us to
study our Bibles. He reminded us that we would be
“judged” by what the Bible said, not by following him or
any other man. But he hoped we would always follow him
as long as he truly followed Christ and did His Work.
| To this we all agreed. |

Mr. Armstmng Respectedthe Other.
Seventh Day Churches of God -

Many, many times over the years and even into the last
few years of his life, Mr. Armstrong acknowledged that the
Churches of God, Seventh Day—headquartered in Stanberry,
Missouri and in Salem, West Virginia, WERE part of God’s
Church—though perhaps of the “Sardis” era—as we came to
understand it. He just felt that he had to LEAVE these
people because they refused to grow into the full truth God
was reveahﬁg

But since we had no churches nearby, Mr. Armstrong
suggested more than once that some of the college students
working up in Oregon in the summer during the early 1950°s
worship with the Sardis churches meeting at Jefferson,
Oregon, and elsewhere. College students Owen Smith,
Kenneth Herrmann and I did attend the Jefferson church
during the summer of 1950. We were cordially received,
and found sincere fellow Sabbath keepers there.
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In talking to some of the college graduates in those years
and later, 1 learned that—although the Sardis people did have
a lot of “politicking” and divisions among them, they did
treat with respect and understanding anyone who left
Stanberry to join the Salem, West Virginia group, etc.
People were virtually never disfellowshipped when they left
to join another group of fellow Sabbath keepers!

They perhaps “fussed” at them a little bit about lea.vmg,
or were even temporarily upset that they had “gone off to
follow Dugger.” (Andrew Dugger was the one who left
Stanberry and founded the Salem, West Virginia, group.)

BUT, my friends told me they merely regarded them as
“departed brothers,” but sfill “brethren” and fellow Sabbath
keepers and fellow worshippers of the true God of Creation.
Virtually no onme felt that those people were “rebelling
against GOD” by shifting frem one Sabbath-keepmg group
to another. |

Mr. Herbert Armstrong felt that way also, thwgh he
always exhorted us that we should stay together “in order to
do a really BIG WORK”—which he felt they were unable to
do. Yet he always acknowledged that if this or any other
church were somechow taken over by leaders unwilling to
preach the truth, we should ALL leave! o

- Herbert Armstrong’s Own EXAMPLE

The fact of the matter is that Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong
themselves “shifted” from one Sabbath-keeping church to
another on two different occasions. First, they left the
Stanberry group to worship with the Salem, West Virginia,

Church. Later, they severed all ties with that group and the
- “Radio Church of God” developed into a full-ﬂedged
completely separate, church.

In Mr. Armstrong’s Autobwgmphy (pp 556, 561), he
writes of his decision to leave the Stanberry organization:

At the biannual General Conference meeting of the























































































